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In this Launch, students 
have the opportunity to 
connect what they’ve 
already learned in their 
core text, Moonshot, 
with what they saw in 
the video “Go.” Students 
begin to compare and 
contrast who is featured 
in each text and why 
those choices might 
have been made as they 
develop an understanding 
of how authors craft 
their narratives and why. 
By using the same text 
but applying it in new 
ways, the lesson design 
supports coherence 
for students as well as 
instructional pacing.



PART 2: LEARN

In the beginning of 
Learn, students revisit 
the text they’ve been 
reading to answer a new 
set of questions.

Through this activity, 
students engage in the 
instructional routine of 
Think–Pair–Share to answer 
text dependent questions 
(TDQs). Since both the 
text and the instructional 
routines are familiar, 
students can focus their 
attention on answering 
these new questions about 
the text. The text continuity 
supports coherence and 
pacing, and the practice with 
the same text strengthens 
comprehension for students. 
While the text is a constant, 
students are asked to 
consider the text in a new 
way, supporting long-term 
knowledge acquisition as 
they apply their knowledge 
of the moon landing to their 
understanding of the text. 



Through this Think–Pair–
Share and whole class 
discussion, students have 
opportunities to practice 
identifying and 
understanding points of 
view. Before wrapping up 
this portion of Learn, the 
teacher has an opportunity 
to ensure students are 
building a working 
understanding of point of 
view before proceeding to 
the next portion of the 
lesson. Based on student 
discussion and responses, 
the teacher has an informal 
measure of student 
understanding. 

The teacher also has an 
option to scaffold this task if 
needed so all students can 
engage in the next portion of 
learning for this lesson.   



At this point in the lesson, 
students are asked to 
reread the text again for a 
different purpose than 
previously. Now, with a 
greater understanding of 
perspective, they’re asked 
to focus on the events for 
a specific point a view. 
Since this task builds on 
the previous one, students 
already have familiarity 
with both the text and the 
instructional routine, 
freeing up cognitive space 
to focus on understanding 
point of view.

Throughout the lesson, 
extension tasks offer 
opportunities to continue 
knowledge building for 
students who have well-
developed skills or who 
seek an additional 
challenge. In this extension 
task, students add to their 
knowledge of the moon 
landing by learning more 
about the role that Black 
and female mathematicians 
like Katherine Johnson 
played at NASA.



Through this instructional 
routine, Tableau, students 
are being asked to 
summarize their learning. 
The Tableau supports 
coherence, tying the 
lesson components 
together, and provides 
practice for students as 
they organize and apply 
their knowledge in a 
new way. Since students 
have previously engaged 
in this instructional 
routine, they can focus 
on preparing content for 
the presentation without 
dedicating too much 
cognitive space to the 
instructional routine. 



PART 3: LAND

This final Learn 
section of the 
lesson supports 
coherence as the 
question students 
respond to helps 
them understand 
what a study of point 
of view reveals in 
the lesson: a deeper 
understanding of the 
main idea.

Throughout this lesson, 
students have had 
multiple opportunities 
to practice talking 
about point of view—
through small and 
whole group discussion 
and the Tableau—and 
are being asked to 
write about point of 
view now.    

This Land asks students to apply their learning about point of view to a new context one 
final time. While the public was a point of view considered previously, students now take 
on the point of view of the public watching the event on television. Throughout this lesson, 
the focus on point of view is constant, and the perspective has changed, allowing 
students to focus on learning about point of view without having to consider multiple 
texts. This supports coherency and reduces cognitive load as students process new 
learning about point of view. 
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