Arts & Letters Sample Companion | Levels K-2

Welcome

At Great Minds® we know literacy
matters, andthe Science of Reading shows us

a clear path to developing it. Deep learning happens
when students and teachers dive into texts and

topics, practice skills, and build knowledge.
That's why we developed Arts & Letters™.

With Arts & Letters, teachers and students build
knowledge together while exploring high-interest
topics through literature and fine art. In each
module, students write about what they read,
learn vocabulary and grammar grounded in

module content, articulate and extend their

to

&letters.

thinking in formal and informal discussions with
their peers, and complete assessments reflecting
knowledge’s essential role in Arts & Letters.
Students demonstrate understanding in a nurturing
and supportive environment with numerous
opportunities for teacher feedback and input.
This practice and skill development gives all
students the tools to become independent
knowledge builders, reinforcing the belief that

every child is capable of greatness.



Knowledge at the Center

Support for all Learners
* High-quality, effective, and flexible

¢ Integrated into module content K n O w

Vocabulary

¢ Integrated into lesson activities

e Balance of breadth and depth

Assessment
e Coherent and multifaceted
o Tightly aligned with instruction
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Writing
e Explicit, text-based writing instruction

¢ Predictable tools and protocols for planning,
creating, and revising

ledge

Reading

¢ Rigorous and stimulating text-based approach

¢ Inquiry-based engagement



Comprehensive Print and Dig

TEACH books—the

Arts & Letters teacher’s
editions—provide engaging and
rigorous instructional guidance.

LEARN books—the

Arts & Letters student
workbook—include articles,
poems, graphic organizers

and other materials to support

engagement and learning.

PROLOGUE™ provides
language-building preview and
practice activities for multilingual
learners and students who have
language-based disabilities.

Digital teacher resources include step-by-step LESSON
SLIDES, fully resourced assessments, reports to support
data-driven instruction, and teacher implementation supports,
including videos and comprehensive guides. Students will

find engaging and knowledge-building More videos, online
assignments from their teacher, and the opportunity to explore
additional resources.

Ital Resources

Knowledge-rich, carefully
curated TRADE BOOKS and
TEXTS in student Learn books
build lasting knowledge of
important topics.

Module MORE videos as well as
supplemental video and audio build
students’ knowledge.

| KNOWLEDGE CARDS
) support vocabulary acquisition

and application.

CLASSROOM POSTERS of core
reading and writing resources
facilitate academic language and
literacy skill-building.



Module Map | Year at a Glance

In Arts & Letters, students study high-interest topics
and Essential Questions that are curated to build
knowledge of important concepts across various
disciplines, including literature and the arts, history/
social studies, and science.
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MODULE 1

THE FIVE SENSES

How do people

use their senses to
experience the world?

A WORLD OF BOOKS
Why are books
important?

A SEASON OF CHANGE
How does seasonal
change affect nature
and people?

MODULE 2

ONCE UPON A FARM
What happens on
a farm?

CREATURE FEATURES
What do people learn
by studying animals?

THE AMERICAN WEST
How has life in the
American West
changed over time?

Arts & Letters includes four modules per grade level
that form a year of instruction. Each module builds on
the last, requiring students to analyze and integrate
new ideas as they systematically build schema and

grow their knowledge.

MODULE 3

AMERICA, THEN
AND NOW

How has innovation
changed life in
America over time?

WIND POWER
How is the wind
powerful?

CIVIL RIGHTS ADVOCATES
How did civil rights
advocates respond

to injustice?

MODULE 4

THE CONTINENTS
What makes the
world fascinating?

WORLD TALES
How are stories similar
around the world?

GOOD EATING
How does food
nourish us?



Module Deep Dive | Level 1 Module 2

A closer look at one module reveals the knowledge-building approach that defines Arts & Letters.

Each TEACH book opens with a summary of the module’s knowledge build. Go to the Texts section to find the
authentic, knowledge-rich texts at the heart of every module. Texts in Arts & Letters were carefully curated to
ensure that students not only build knowledge as they read, but also find mirrors of their own experiences and

windows into the perspectives and experiences of others.

1 TEXTSina variety of 1
types, genres, and media
build knowledge of the
module’s topic. 2

2 Arts & Letters MORE VIDEOS
build foundational knowledge
that supports all students’
access to module texts
and topics.

3 VISUAL ART, such as
paintings, photographs,
sculptures, and architecture,
inspires students to grapple

with concepts related to the

module’s knowledge story and
to build cultural knowledge 4a
and visual analysis skills.

4 KNOWLEDGE THREADS
highlight the interrelationships
among texts as well as the
knowledge foundational to
the culminating End-of-
Module Task.




The MODULE PLAN tells the story of each arc of lessons, outlining the strategic placement of texts as students
build the knowledge they need to complete content-specific assessments.

L LESSON ARCS are defined by the texts that students study. The number of arcs in each module varies
depending on the specific demands of the knowledge build.

2 BOOKEND LESSONS at
the beginning and end of each
module allow students to build
1 knowledge from resources in
their communities and from
each other.

3 3 Lessonarcs progress through
the five CONTENT STAGES
for reading—Wonder, Organize,
Reveal, Distill, and Know.

The Content Stages offer a
repeatable process for students
to comprehend complex text
and visual art.

4 MODULE TASKS are designed
to strategically build on each

4. other as students synthesize

knowledge that prepares them

for the culminating END-OF-

MODULE TASK.

5 READING COMPREHENSION
ASSESSMENTS allow

5 students to demonstrate their

understanding of complex texts.




Lesson Deep Dive | Level 1 Module 2

Take a deep dive into a lesson to see how the user-friendly design and structure of Arts & Letters help teachers
quickly see each lesson’s key elements. Lessons follow a common, predictable design and open with an
EASY-TO-READ LESSON OVERVIEW.

1 The ESSENTIAL QUESTION ignites students’ curiosity about the module topic, and
the CONTENT FRAMING QUESTION sets students’ reading purpose.

2 LEARNING GOALS state what students should know and be able to do by the end of
the lesson, and LEARNING TASKS describe how goals are assessed.

3 The VOCABULARY section lists terms explicitly taught in the lesson. Vocabulary terms
are either related to the module topic, related to the language arts discipline, or come

from a module text.



4 Arts & Letters materials feature UNIQUE VISUAL DESIGN ELEMENTS
that complement the knowledge focus of the module and support student
engagement with the topic.

5 MATERIALS list the items needed by both the teachers and the students.

6 FOLLOW-UP lists the ways students prepare for the next lesson.




ARTS & LETTERS LESSONS are designed to support teachers as they plan for instruction and student
assessment. Each lesson is intended to take 60 minutes and provides teachers with what they need to deliver

high-quality instruction, step by step.
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d LAUNCH sets the focus at the beginning of each lesson.

2 The CONTENT FRAMING QUESTION establishes a meaningful learning purpose for the lesson.
3 LEARN is the heart of the lesson, when students Read, Respond, and Observe or Write.

4 ror visibility, TEACHER LANGUAGE is called out by the speech icon and blue font.

5 KNOWLEDGE CARDS include an image, a student-friendly definition, and a related sample
sentence. They are used to build students’ capacity to speak and write about module knowledge.



6 To aid teachers with planning and student guidance, thumbnail images from the LEARN BOOK
appear at point of use.

7 QUESTIONING is a Core Practice that teaches students how to learn from text through inquiry.

8 TEACHER NOTES offer point-of-use explanations or reminders. DIFFERENTIATION
SUPPORT notes give teachers suggestions for how to scaffold instruction to assist students
in meeting grade-level expectations, LANGUAGE SUPPORT provide language-based scaffolds
so that students can devote their cognitive focus to the task at hand, and DIFFERENTIATION
CHALLENGE notes suggest ways to investigate content and knowledge at a higher level of
complexity for students who would benefit from an extension of learning.
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4 The target icon indicates a LEARNING TASK—a lesson-level assessment.

2 ANALYZE STUDENT PROGRESS sections give ideas for monitoring and supporting
student performance.

3 KEY IDEAS recognize and allow for a wide range of student thinking.



4 LAND closes the lesson as students reflect on the knowledge they have built
and prepare for next steps.

5 SAMPLE THINK ALOUD sidebars provide mental models or pathways for students as they engage
in similar learning, ensuring that students have a clear understanding of how to approach tasks.

6 Arts & Letters instruction and assessments are aligned to Common Core State Standards (CCSS)
and ACHIEVEMENT DESCRIPTORS (ADs). ADs are detailed descriptions of what students
should know and be able to do based on Arts & Letters instruction.
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Teach and Learn Together | Level 1 Module 2

In every lesson, students either engage in explicit writing instruction, analyze visual art, or build knowledge
of vocabulary and language conventions. Resources in the Writing section of the Learn book help students
communicate their understanding of complex texts and topics, and instruction in the Teach book gives

teachers the tools they need to cultivate a supportive, rigorous learning experience.

Arts & Letters uses predictable tools and protocols for planning, creating, and revising writing. For example,
the WRITING SANDWICH helps students structure informative and opinion writing.

Writing resources in the Learn book
help students organize and refine
their thinking.

TEACH
Level 1 Module 2, Lesson 12

Informative Paragraph Sandwich

P N Focus

C— Evidence

- Conclusion

REFERENCE CHART
found in Teach

LEARN
Level 1 Module 2
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On-target and advanced writing
models help students and
teachers understand grade-level
expectations and provide
examples of how to challenge

students appropriately.

LEARN
Level 1 Module 2

Informal writing tasks support students as they construct meaning from what they read, clarify their thinking, form

opinions, and creatively express themselves.

TEACH
Level 1 Module 2, Lesson 12
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Supporting Multilingual Learners with

Arts & Letters

Because content and language are most
effectively taught when integrated,
multilingual learners need to work with
complex, grade-level text. PROLOGUE is
a pre-teaching companion to Arts & Letters
that offers students with language needs
additional support with vocabulary, syntax,
and oral language. These language-building
preview and practice activities are designed
to work in tandem with knowledge-building
Arts & Letters text sets, Content Stages,
vocabulary instruction, and collaborative
meaning making. Prologue may be
implemented in a variety of ways—from
one-on-one targeted support to full class—
depending on the needs of each classroom.

4 The PREVIEW shows how the

Prologue lesson helps students
deepen their understanding of
the module’s topic.

Each Prologue lesson has a
content-based LEARNING
GOAL to support teachers in
further narrowing students’
areas of need.

The LANGUAGE PROGRESS
section provides information
about the module language goal
that students work toward in
the lesson.



4l Prologue lessons FRONT-LOAD THE

KNOWLEDGE AND LANGUAGE
DEMANDS of the text, a proven-effective
support for a variety of learners with
language-based learning disabilities.

Prologue TEACHES IMPORTANT
VOCABULARY from the core lessons, both
implicitly and explicitly.

LANGUAGE SUPPORT notes provide
recommendations for point-of-use
scaffolds or signal to teachers when a
vocabulary term has a cognate.

Every lesson includes interaction between
students and the teacher in which the
teacher models responses and assists
students in SHARING THEIR IDEAS.

Every lesson includes INSTRUCTIONAL
ROUTINES in which students interact
with one another, building oral fluency
and confidence.

LANGUAGE EXPANSION notes give
teachers idea for ways to encourage
students to push their use of language.
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A Comprehensive Science of Reading Solution

Arts & Letters is an essential part of a complete solution for early readers’ literacy needs.

Pairing Arts & Letters in kindergarten through level 2 with an explicit, systematic foundational skills program and
readable texts such as Geodes® supports evidence-based literacy practices.

Foundational

! — Skilled
Instruction + GEODES + sletters — Reading

Recognition of Practice alongside Understanding of Skilled comprehension
printed words knowledge building language, words, of written language
and ideas

Arts & Letters Level 1 Modules

A WORLD OF BOOKS CREATURE FEATURES WIND POWER WORLD TALES

Geodes Level 1 Module 2 Sets

SET 1 | Creature Code SET 2 | Safety First SET 3 | Curious Creatures SET 4 | Rabbits and
Glued Sounds (ng, nk)* Consonant Blends* Consonant Blends, Hares, Oh My!
Digraph Blends* Suffix -s*



Professional Learning

With Arts & Letters, educators expand their content knowledge
and practice new approaches. Professional learning helps teachers
optimize implementation. Great Minds is the exclusive provider of
Arts & Letters professional learning and is certified as a provider of

high-quality professional learning by Rivet.

We provide onsite, virtual, and on-demand offerings for teachers,
coaches, and leaders to empower all educators at every stage of

the implementation journey.

e Foundational learning opportunities ensure
STRONG INITIAL IMPLEMENTATION SUCCESS.

e Flexible, varied options and resources for
continued learning support
ONGOING GROWTH.

¢ Options for ON-SITE COACHING
provide opportunities for educators
to refine practices and skills.
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For a more in-depth view of Arts & Letters,
visit greatminds.org or scan the code.

GEQDES SCIENCE EAUAI:-E#
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*Geodes® are published by Great Minds PBC in association with Wilson Language Training, publisher of Fundations®.
© 2025 Great Minds PBC 011225 | GM-03690 Texts are aligned with the Fundations® scope and sequence, however Geodes can be used with any high-quality reading foundations program. ™



http://greatminds.org

