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What are Geodes?
Geodes® texts are founded on the belief that by giving developing readers captivating and accessible 
books about the world, they will become lifelong learners. Crafted as Readables, these beautifully 
illustrated texts couple decoding strategies with content and vocabulary knowledge, resulting in 
wonderfully accessible yet rich books for budding readers. Geodes are based on research about the 
science of reading, and they are designed to cultivate knowledge across important topics in history, 
science, the arts, and more as students practice and enhance their phonics skills. 

Geodes books combine carefully selected language with highly engaging content. Phonetic 
concepts and sight words are gradually incorporated into the texts, allowing Geodes to be the 
perfect companion to any explicit foundational phonics program, including Fundations® from Wilson 
Language Training®, Really Great Reading®, 95 Phonics Core Program™, UFLI Foundations, SIPPS®, 
Heggerty Phonemic Awareness, and more. 

KNOWLEDGE
Geodes build depth of knowledge by exploring connected topics 
across multiple books. As students read Geodes books, they 
learn more about science, history, geography, and more. Every 
book was crafted to support decoding practice while honoring 
each emerging reader’s desire to learn something new—
whether about the Galapagos Islands or Ella Fitzgerald and 
other American artists.

ACCESSIBILITY
Geodes are designed to be highly accessible for young and 
developing readers. The text in each book is at least 80 
percent decodable, as aligned with the scope and sequence 
of Fundations® units. All students find moments of pride 
and accomplishment as they progress from Wordless Picture 
Books and Sound Search Books to Duet Books and, finally, to 
independent reading.

ENGAGEMENT
The language and images in Geodes invite continued study. 
Written and illustrated by a talented group of authors and 
award-winning illustrators, Geodes reflect a broad range of 
identities and diverse experiences, allowing young students to 
see themselves, others, and worlds both familiar and distant. 
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“ Teachers will be amazed at what their students can do—
learning words, understanding concepts, making connections. 
We’ve learned that if we set the bar high, they’ll grow to it.

—Katie Ellis,  
Title I Reading Specialist

Geodes books provide a bridge from 
structured decodables that lack opportunities 
for knowledge building to the unstructured, 
complex texts that students encounter when 
they become independent readers.
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Research in Action

“Comprehension requires both a broad 
vocabulary and factual knowledge” 
(Willingham).

“When students have more content 
knowledge before they read, their 
understanding is better during reading” 
(Arya et al. qtd. in Lupo et al. 435).

“Readings and activities should be 
designed to build on one another and 
create a coherent body of knowledge” 
(Liben and Liben 5).

“Students with more knowledge have a 
better chance of understanding whatever 
text they encounter. They’re able to 
retrieve more information about the 
topic from long-term memory, leaving 
more space in working memory for 
comprehension. They’re also better able 
to absorb and retain information, because 
knowledge—like Velcro—sticks best to 
other related knowledge” (Wexler).

By learning words that appear frequently 
in a variety of texts, students are more 
likely to learn words from context as 
they read independently (Nagy et al.; 
Cunningham and Stanovich; Baker et al.; 
Beck et al.; Moats; Biemiller).

Evidence shows that three word 
features influence the speed with which 
student recognize and learn words: 
meaningfulness, frequency, and grapho-
phonemic-morphemic structures (Laxon 
et al; Leslie and Calhoon; Martinet et al.).

“Indeed, unconstrained skills such as 
vocabulary and comprehension develop 
before, during, and after constrained 
skills are mastered so there is no 
evidence to warrant instructional priority 
of constrained skills over unconstrained 
skills” (Paris 200). 

“Unconstrained skills are particularly 
important for children’s long-term 
literacy success (that is, success in 
outcomes measured after third grade)” 
(Snow and Matthews 59).

“Although there seems to be a consensus 
among reading educators that meaning 
is ultimately the most important 
knowledge a reader can have about the 
printed word, most reading curricula 
have postponed an emphasis on word 
meaning in favor of an extended period 
of emphasis on word pronunciation, 
whether by sight-word recognition or 
decoding” (Mesmer et al. 248).

“One important implication for practice 
is that educators should be alert to the 
possibility that first-grade students of 
today might be facing more demands 
than ever in core reading program 
exposure. If our findings are borne out in 
further studies, educators might make 
a concerted effort to supplement core 
reading programs with additional texts 
that provide considerable repetition of 
word meanings, sight words, and core 
orthographic patterns (in meaningful 
contexts)” (Fitzgerald et al. 25).

Students may better anticipate what an 
unknown word might be if they can read 
previous words. Furthermore, students 
might better anticipate a word if they have 
an understanding of a passage. Their 
comprehension helps them to anticipate 
an upcoming word (Wood et al.).

Students must read books that are aligned to the latest research 
on how students best learn to read. These books need to be rich 
with content for students to build the knowledge necessary to make 
the connections that lead to comprehension. This new knowledge 
nurtures future comprehension.

Students must read new words multiple times in multiple contexts 
to build recognition and understanding. This practice helps students 
build their decoding skills and word knowledge.

Students need to develop a meaningful, rich vocabulary to support 
comprehension.

In the early grades, students need instruction in constrained skills, 
such as letter naming, phonics, and concepts of print, as well  as 
unconstrained skills, such as vocabulary and comprehension. 
Additional unconstrained skills include recognizing story structure, 
gaining topic-specific knowledge, and knowing how to seek new 
information. 

Postponing instruction in unconstrained skills could hinder rather 
than help students.

To read a book successfully, students need a range of text-based 
supports. Reading books that include repeated words and practice 
with sight words and learned phonetic concepts can improve 
students’ decoding and comprehension.

Geodes were carefully designed with the science of reading in mind. 
Geodes books not only offer students opportunities to practice their 
phonics and decoding, but they also build students’ knowledge from 
the very first text, which prepares students to grapple with more 
complex texts as they journey to becoming more independent readers.

Each Geodes module focuses on one topic, such as A World of Books, 
with four text sets expanding on that topic. This module design 
supports students in broadening their foundation of background 
knowledge as they build new knowledge. Students then use their new 
knowledge to boost their comprehension of the next book in the set.

The majority of Geodes are 80 percent* decodable or higher. Most 
nondecodable words in each book were selected to support the 
content knowledge.

Geodes incorporate a set of ten to thirteen carefully selected Recurring 
Content Words throughout the books in each module. These Recurring 
Content Words bolster students’ background knowledge and ensure 
that students have multiple opportunities to read these words in 
context.

Geodes are designed to support students’ decoding. When possible, 
non-decodable words are surrounded by clusters of decodable 
words to ease students’ cognitive load and increase accessibility. 
Additionally, when possible, non-decodable words are placed near the 
end of sentences. 

Sentence and line lengths are carefully planned to help students 
build reading stamina. Average sentence length increases gradually 
over the four modules, and line breaks are strategically constructed 
to be fluency friendly. Line breaks in early modules were determined 
based on grouping words for meaning as well as where readers would 
naturally pause. In later modules, students begin to read paragraphs 
without the line-break scaffold.

RESEARCH SAYS:

RESEARCH SAYS:

RESEARCH SAYS:

STUDENTS NEED:

STUDENTS NEED:

STUDENTS NEED:

GEODES RESPONDS:

GEODES RESPONDS:

*While the majority of Geodes are 80 percent decodable or above, Read Along books include a 
higher number of words that students may not yet know how to read. In Modules 1–3, 1 out of each 
16 books is a Read Along. Students with very low decoding skills may listen without attempting to 
track so they can focus on the meaning of the text.
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Geodes allow students to practice constrained and unconstrained 
skills in tandem, rather than isolating decoding from comprehension. 
Through reading Geodes with teacher support, students learn that the 
purpose of reading is not only to decode but also to seek meaning and 
gain understanding.

GEODES RESPONDS:



Knowledge-Building 
Foundational Skills 
Practice
Geodes helps students 
practice and apply 
foundational reading skills 
to information-rich books 
that systematically build 
knowledge of the world.

Skilled Reading
By the end of grade 2, 
students can read various 
multisyllabic words, handle 
common prefixes and 
suffixes, and grasp the 
first 200 high-frequency 
words. They demonstrate 
comprehension in 
independent reading by 
applying their decoding 
skills and knowledge in 
fluent reading to a broad 
range of texts.

Word Recognition
A foundational skills program 
helps students build word 
recognition skills like 
phonological awareness, 
decoding, and sight 
recognition of familiar words.

Language 
Comprehension
Wit & Wisdom helps students 
build their content knowledge, 
vocabulary, and language 
skills through reading, writing, 
and discussing information-
rich core texts.

Foundational  
Skills Program
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The Winning Trifecta:
Geodes, Wit & Wisdom, and 
Explicit Phonics Instruction

The simple view of reading emphasizes the 
importance of developing great decoding skills 
alongside building background knowledge for 
strong reading comprehension. Students not 
only need to learn to decode, but they also need 
to read to learn. This knowledge journey should 
begin in kindergarten, as they are learning to 
read, so that they are better prepared to pull 
meaning from more complex, unstructured 
texts in later grades. As students become 
more confident and independent readers, we 
continue to apply the simple view of reading by 
infusing knowledge-building opportunities into 
every English language arts lesson in  
Wit & Wisdom® and every Geodes book to 
ensure the growth of students’ comprehension 
abilities. By continuing to honor a student’s 
curiosity and thirst for knowledge, students are 
given the chance to dive deep into a topic to 
understand it from different angles. 

We know that building knowledge is critical 
for language comprehension. And literacy 
success is dependent on both decoding and 
background knowledge. 

Students need instructional materials that build rich knowledge and are rooted in 
a strong, research-based approach to phonics, decoding, and literacy instruction. 
That’s why pairing best-in-class phonics and foundational skills programs 
like Fundations®, Really Great Reading®, 95 Phonics Core Program®, UFLI 
Foundations, SIPPS®, Heggerty Phonemic Awareness and more with  
Wit & Wisdom and Geodes provides students with the opportunity to acquire 
phonics and foundational skills while building knowledge of a variety of topics. 

Scan the QR code to learn more about how Geodes, Wit & Wisdom, and a strong 
foundational skills program can work harmoniously together to support evidence-based 
literacy instruction and help students confidently master their growing literacy skills. 
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This helps students become better writers  
and grapple with increasingly complex texts.

As students read more complex texts, 
they have ideas to write about and the 

knowledge and vocabulary to write about 
those ideas.

Reading a set of texts 
on a topic...

...builds  
knowledge.

...builds  
vocabulary.

With more knowledge and vocabulary, 
students read more complex texts.
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As a companion to the Geodes classroom library, 
My Geodes paves the way for a shared experience 
through take home books that include all the 
titles for each module in black-and-white print 
books available as part of the Geodes classroom 
kit. Students have more opportunities to 
practice their reading at home and share the rich 
knowledge they are building with family members.

The digital version of My Geodes offers: 

•	 Access to all 176 titles as e-books available through the Great Minds digital platform

•	 Audio reader for non-decodable words

•	 Audio reader of More sections in both English and Spanish

•	 New accessibility features that meet federal requirements

•	 Single Sign On (SSO) through each school’s authentication system

•	 Teacher controls for the distribution of titles to students

Inside Geodes, a teacher resource, includes a 
comprehensive introduction to the module’s 
design and components. It provides suggestions 
for incorporating Geodes into the teacher’s 
literacy instruction. For a closer look at Inside 
Geodes, turn to page 16 of this book.

MY GEODES

INSIDE GEODES

I get tingles when I read with 
my students now. These books 
help them cross that bridge to 
learning. Reading used to be a 
fight. Now it’s something they 
can do, that they understand, 
and that they find interesting.

–Ann King,  
Director of Learning Support

“

Unpacking Geodes

Geodes comprise three grade levels: Level K, Level 1, and Level 2. 
Each level contains four modules that center on a rich topic that 
sparks students’ interest. Educators implementing Wit & Wisdom 
for English language arts instruction will see that we’ve correlated 
Geodes and Wit & Wisdom module topics. 

Geodes contain an array of literary, literary nonfiction, and 
informational texts that have been carefully researched and fact-
checked to give students accurate knowledge about new places, 
cultures, and creatures.
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“Can you help me?” he asked the maple. 
But the maple said nothing.
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“Can you help me?” he asked the birch. 
But the birch said nothing.

02.05.P2.B3_Evergreen.indd   7 10/29/19   5:32 PM

5

“Can you help me?” 
he asked the elm.

But the elm said nothing.
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Level 2 students will explore the four seasons 
around the world in books like Seed Stash 
and Daytime Darkness. They’ll see into the 
lives of Native Americans through books 
covering the westward expansion of the 
United States, learn about civil rights heroes 
and examine their impact on equality and 
justice in the United States, and wrap up their 
tour of Level 2 by learning where food comes 
from and how it fuels our bodies as well as 
our communities. By this level, students 
have gained confidence in their reading 
skills and continue to expand their phonetic 
understanding and reading stamina.

The Level 2 collection includes: 

•	 384 books with six color copies of each title

•	 320 My Geodes print books with twenty copies of each of the sixteen titles

•	 One copy of Inside Geodes

LEVEL 2 GEODES CLASSROOM KIT

Geodes Level 2 Module 1 Kit

Level 1 students can analyze the different 
ways that wind affects life on Earth and how 
wind energy can be used to generate power 
in Towers of Nashtifan. Bee Waggle and 
Super Spiny Mouse are just two examples of 
the many books that let students discover 
intriguing animal traits and behaviors. With 
beautiful artwork and engaging topics, 
these texts help students genuinely enjoy 
exercising their growing phonetic skills.

The Level 1 collection includes: 

•	 384 books with six color copies of each title

•	 320 My Geodes print books with twenty copies of each of the sixteen titles

•	 One copy of Inside Geodes

LEVEL 1 GEODES CLASSROOM KIT

Geodes Level 1 Module 1 Kit
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Kindergarten students will zip across the 
sky with Amelia Earhart in Fly, Amelia, 
Fly; team up in Museum Cat to protect 
the Hermitage Museum in Russia; and 
snorkel through the waters of Australia 
in The Great Reef. The first half of Level 
K contains Wordless Picture Books, 
which boost students’ knowledge of story 
structure and vocabulary, and Sound 
Search Books, which grow students’ letter-
sound awareness. The second half of Level 
K contains Duet Books for children to read 
along with an adult while building their 
decoding and word recognition skills.

Wordless Picture Books Sound Search Books

Duet Books

The Level K collection includes:

•	 384 books with twelve color copies of Module 1 and 2 titles and six color copies of Module 3 and 4 titles

•	 240 My Geodes® print books with twenty copies of each of the twelve titles

•	 One copy of Inside Geodes® (teacher guide)

LEVEL K GEODES CLASSROOM KIT

Geodes Level K Module 1 Kit

lamp lei lid lime

soil hair ham hammock

helper hills hose keys

Sound Search

lips loop curl nail

hands happy hat hearts

kid kitchen kite kiwi

_l h kl

● Adult
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	zNina, Felipe, and their mom explore 
the Galápagos Islands with their 
tour guide, Marcos. Learn about 
the islands as you search for 
illustrations that begin with the 
sounds of the letters f, n, and m.  

	zCan you find a flag, a notebook, and 
a map? 

f n m

1
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Students build knowledge and develop a deep understanding 
of different topics and themes that are organized into modules. 
Geodes modules are inspired by the sequence of content in  
Wit & Wisdom, our comprehensive K–8 ELA program designed 
to help students extend their knowledge about history, science, 
geography, and more. The next few pages preview the topics, 
titles, and phonics skill practice covered across each level. 

LEVEL K, MODULE 2: ONCE UPON A FARM

LEVEL K, MODULE 1: THE FIVE SENSES

Set 1
Explore South America

(t, b, f, n, m, i, u)

Set 2
Experience Museums

(c, o, a, g, d, s)

Set 1
A Day’s Work

(e, r, p, j, l, h, k)

Set 2
Working the Land

(v, w, x, y, z, qu)

   Pelé

   Fabric of the Andes

   Galápagos Adventures

   A Day at the Market

   Clay Army

   Visit the Art Museum

   Museum Cat

   Treasures of King Tut

   American Gothic

   Red Barn Farm

   Peach Picking

   Lei Harvest

   Garden Party

   Farm Work

   Farmer’s Market

   Sheepdog

LEVEL K, MODULE 4: THE CONTINENTS

Set 1
Homelife

VC and CVC Words

Set 1
Australia

VC and CVC Words
with Digraphs

Set 3
American Made

VC and CVC Words

Set 3
Asia

VC and CVC Words
with Digraphs

Set 2
Transportation

VC and CVC Words

Set 2
Africa

VC and CVC Words
with Digraphs

Set 4
National Symbols

VC and CVC Words

Set 4
Exploring

VC and CVC Words
with Digraphs

   Build a Log Cabin

   Three Sisters

   Bath Night

   Ice Harvest

   Call a Cab

   The First Car to Get That Far

   The Golden Gate

   Fly, Amelia, Fly

   Land of Wonder

   Jack, Jill, and Joey

   The Great Reef

   Hop Around Sydney

   Is That a Cat?

   Ladi’s Pots

   Made of Mud

   Anansi and His Legs

   Lightning Ben

   Frank’s Ice Pops

   Ella Sang Back

   Scraping the Sky

   The Flag is Up

   Statue of Liberty

   Sea to Shining Sea

   Washington Crossing the Delaware

   One-Dot

   Brush & Ink

   Floating Market

   Night Climb

   Map to the Past

   Sit and Paint

   Tap-Tap to Tuk-Tuk

   Sky Laps

LEVEL K, MODULE 3: AMERICA, THEN AND NOWModule Topics and Titles
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LEVEL 1, MODULE 1: A WORLD OF BOOKS

LEVEL 1, MODULE 2: CREATURE FEATURES

Set 1
Sharing Stories

CVC Words

Set 1
Creature Code

Glued Sounds (ng, nk)

Set 2
Unusual Libraries

Consonant Digraphs
(wh, ch, sh, th, ck)

Set 2
Safety First

Consonant Blends

Set 3
Bringing Books to Life

Bonus Letters
(ff, ll, ss, zz)

Set 3
Curious Creatures

Consonant Blends
Digraph Blends

Set 4
Books for All

Glued Sounds (all, am, an),
Suffix -s

Set 4
Rabbits and Hares,

Oh My!
Suffix -s

Anansi and the 
Pot of Beans

Vervet Monkey Alarm

Library Cat

Super Spiny Mouse

Just in Time

Small Wonders

How to Make Paper

Rabbit or Hare?

The Story in the Cave

Smell Tells

The Story Ship

The Crab and the Urchin

Fed by Art: 
The Work of Leo Lionni

A Wish to Fly

The Printing Press

Draw a Rabbit

The Magical Stack

Bee Waggle

A Library of Our Own

Thorny Devil

Jerry Draws

One Look

The Story of Louis Braille

The Hares and the Frogs

The Brothers Grimm

Elephant Talk

The Library of Fez

Stick with Us

An Illustrator at Work

Slug Study

A Library to Go

Young Hare

LEVEL 1, MODULE 3: POWERFUL FORCES

Set 1
Wind and Earth

Suffix -ed

Set 2
Blown Away

Suffix -ing

Set 3
Catching the Wind

Vowel-Consonant-E;
Single Syllable Words

Set 4
The Mighty Wind

Suffix -s

Seed Scatter Soaring Wind Giants Measure the Wind

In Motion Kite Messengers Towers of Nashtifan The Great Storm
of Galveston

Crafted by the Wind Full Sail Ahead: 
A Viking Story Fire at the Mill The Dust Bowl

A Growing Wind The Wright Brothers Mondrian Ride the Storm

LEVEL 1, MODULE 4: CINDERELLA STORIES

Set 1
France

Compound Words

Set 2
Egypt

Multisyllabic Words with 
Two Closed Syllables

Set 3
Ireland

Multisyllabic Words with
Closed V-E Syllables

Set 4
Russia
Suffixes

(-s, -ed, -ing, and -es)

Cinderella The King and the Sandal Billy Beg and His Bull Cinderella on Stage

Old Tale, New Twist One Sign at a Time Book of Kells A Musical Life: The Work 
of Sergei Prokofiev

World Traveler: 
Eiffel Tower

World Traveler: 
The Sphinx

World Traveler: 
Hook Lighthouse

World Traveler: 
St. Basil’s Cathedral

First Steps Shoes Tell a Tale Castles All the World’s a Stage
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LEVEL 2, MODULE 1: A SEASON OF CHANGE

LEVEL 2, MODULE 2: THE AMERICAN WEST

Set 1
Get Ready: Fall

Glued Sounds 
(all, am, an, ng, nk)

Set 1
Looking West

V-E Syllables and Exception;
Suffix -ive

Set 2
Winter’s Chill

Closed Syllable Exceptions;
Suffixes (-s, -es, -ed, -ing, -er, -est)

Set 2
Go West!

Open Syllable;
Vowel Y

Set 3
Spring to Life

Multisyllabic and Compound
Words with Two Closed Syllables

Set 3
Mountains Majestic 

Suffixes (-ly, -ty, -y)

Set 4
Summer Sun

Suffixes (-able, -en, -ful, -ish, -less, 
-ment, -ness); Prefixes (dis-, mis-, 

non-, trans-, un-)

Set 4
Mavericks of the West

R-Controlled Syllable 
(ar, or, er, ir, ur)

Seed Stash

The West Is...

Winters USA

Wagon Tracks

Spring Fever

Eagle Eye

Road Trip

Wagons and Yokes

Cranberry Crop

The Lakota and 
the Buffalo

Arctic Caterpillar

Pony Express

Sap to Syrup

Among the Sierra Nevada

Bathers

Horizons

Leaves

Mesa Village

The Evergreen Tale

East Meets West

Finch Study

More Than Gold

Nature’s Thermometer

Esther Hobart Morris

Born to Fly

Nez Percé: The People

Daytime Darkness

We Must Try

Blossom

The Legend of El Capitan:
A Miwok Story

Summer Snow

Walking with the President

LEVEL 2, MODULE 3: CIVIL RIGHTS HEROES

Set 1
Right to Learn

Double Vowel Syllable
(ai, ey, ee, ea, ey)

Set 2
Extraordinary

Double Vowel Syllable
(ai, ey, ee, ea, ey)

Set 3
Uniting Communities

Double Vowel Syllable
(oi, oy, oa, oe, ow /ō/)

Set 4
I Voted

Double Vowel Syllable
(oi, oy, oa, oe, ow /ō/)

Brown v. Board
of Education Sampson's Disguise Just Like Jane A Vote Is a Voice

And the Winner Is... Robinson and Rickey Gordon Parks Expanding the
Right to Vote

Bring a Chair Zaha Hadid We Will Ride Susan Adds Her Name

Free to Move Stop. Wait. Start. The Paralympics My Freedom Story

LEVEL 2, MODULE 4: GOOD EATING

Set 1
Food to Fuel

Double Vowel Syllable
(ou /ou/, ow)

Set 2
Power Up

Double Vowel Syllable
(oo, ou, ue, ew)

Set 3
Farm to Table

Double Vowel Syllable
(au, aw)

Set 4
Celebrating with Food

Consonant -le Syllable

The Inside Scoop Sick at Sea Garden Study Mooncakes

Stomach vs. Tongue Bone Builder Milk to Mozzarella Lū'au

How Do You Chew? Space Menu Thank You,
Mr. Peanut Man Matzo Meal

Body of Water Please Pass the Bugs Rice Staircase Cakes
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	zNext, the women start to weave. They use their 
fingers and tools to turn the balls of yarn into fabric.  
 
What do you see that begins with the sound of the 
letter t? What begins with the sound of the letter b? 
The letter f ?  

t b f
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ANNOTATED MODULE OVERVIEW 
Geodes help educators reach a range of learners, including English learners and students 
with IEPs. Through thoughtfully selected content, engaging visual art, and explicit support  
of vocabulary development, students read to learn while learning to read. 

Through thoughtfully selected content, engaging visual art, and explicit support of vocabulary 
development, all students can read to learn while learning to read with Geodes. Inside Geodes 
is a robust teacher resource included to support classroom instruction. The guide provides 
a comprehensive introduction to each level’s module design and components as well as 
accompanying Book Notes for each text, Family Tip Sheets, flashcards, and more.

SMALL-GROUP INSTRUCTION WITH GEODES
Geodes texts align with the pacing of foundational skills 
instruction and can be used flexibly for whole-group 
instruction, during small-group instruction or center time, 
and at home. Teachers can also use the guidance and 
resources in Inside Geodes to easily plan lessons and 
differentiate small-group reading instruction to help students 
overcome common reading hurdles such as accuracy, 
fluency, and comprehension. This allows teachers to use a 
single Geodes text in three ways to address the root cause 
of students’ reading challenges and move them closer to 
skilled, independent reading.

Teaching with Geodes

18

MODULE 1 AT A GLANCE: A WORLD OF BOOKS

Geodes Level 1 Module 1 Topic

Students explore the power of books shared across time and cultures. 

Set 1: Sharing Stories Set 2: Unusual Libraries

These books explore the art of storytelling.
§ Anansi and the Pot of Beans
§ The Story in the Cave
§ The Magical Stack
§ The Brothers Grimm

These books examine libraries from diverse cultures, 
places, and times. 
§ Library Cat
§ The Story Ship
§ A Library of Our Own
§ The Library of Fez*

Set 3: Bringing Books to Life Set 4: Books for All

These books investigate how illustrators add beauty 
and meaning to texts.
§ Just in Time
§ Fed by Art: The Work of Leo Lionni
§ Jerry Draws
§ An Illustrator at Work

These books celebrate how innovation increases 
access to books. 
§ How to Make Paper
§ The Printing Press
§ The Story of Louis Braille
§ A Library to Go

Geodes Module 1 Recurring Content Words

§ art
§ artist
§ book
§ books
§ colors

§ draw
§ library
§ read
§ story
§ time

Wit & Wisdom® Curriculum Connection: Grade 1 Module 1
In this unit of study, students journey to new places, meeting diverse characters whose lives change positively and 
irrevocably because of books. 

Fundations® Level 1 Alignment

Consonant-Vowel-Consonant words with three sounds, including the digraphs, all, am, an, and the suffix -s

§ Sets 1 and 2 through Fundations® Unit 3
§ Sets 3 and 4 through Fundations® Unit 6

* This book is designated as a Read Along. A Read Along is a book to be read aloud as students read along. These books fall in the range of 70–79% decodable. Students with very low 
decodability skills may listen without attempting to track so they can focus on the meaning of the story.

Names the overarching topic for 
books across the module

Summarizes the topic of the set 
and lists the associated book titles

Lists the content-based words that 
repeat throughout the module

Provides a link to correlating  
Wit & Wisdom lessons and content

Highlights the phonetic focus 
of the texts and the connection 
to the Fundations® scope and 
sequence

Teachers were differentiating by 
planning lessons for multiple 
letter-leveled groups of students, 
using leveled texts that were 
controlled for everything but 
phonics rules. Now, with Geodes, 
all the students read the same text 
and the teacher differentiates their 
teaching in one of three ways. … 
It’s way easier to differentiate with 
one Geodes book than it is with 
three different leveled texts. 

–Danielle Gaither, Literacy Coach

“

Teaching with Geodes
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BOOK NOTES
Book Notes include flexible teaching opportunities to support the 
educator’s role in understanding students’ needs so that they can plan 
instruction accordingly. In these Book Notes, you can find vocabulary 
practice, comprehension questions, image discussion guides, 
response journal prompts, and teachable moments. 

Anansi and the Pot of Beans

38

Book Summary

Anansi, a mischievous spider of West African folktales, agrees to help his Nana in her garden in exchange for a 
delicious pot of beans. Unable to wait for the beans to cook, Anansi leaves his work to steal a taste, using his hat as 
a bowl. Hearing Nana, he throws his hat on top of his head and races out the door. In the end, the trick is on Anansi 
when the hot beans burn off his hair.

Teacher Note

Consider modeling how to read the names of the main characters, Anansi and Nana. Students may benefit from 
practice with these names. 

World Connection

There is evidence that this trickster tale originated in Ghana, a country in western Africa. 

ANANSI AND THE POT OF BEANS
Wit & Wisdom® Grade 1 Module 1: A World of Books
Set 1: Sharing Stories, Book 1
Literary 

Fundations® Focus Concept: CVC Words
80% Decodable at Fundations® Level 1, Unit 3
81% Decodable with Recurring Content Words

Shows alignment with  
Wit & Wisdom module

•	 Shows alignment with 
Fundations® scope and 
sequence

•	 Indicates newly learned 
phonetic concepts and 
elements integrated into text

•	 Lists decodability percentages

•	 Offers suggestions to boost 
student accessibility or reading 
experience

•	 Presents custom information 
related to book to support 
understanding of new content

Summarizes book and key ideas

Supports planning by listing 
Fundations® Decodable Words, 
Fundations® Trick Words, and 
words not yet decodable in each 
book as aligned with Fundations® 

scope and sequence

Connects information in the book 
to knowledge about the world

Builds vocabulary through consistent 
routines and specifies suggested 
words for practice

Measures comprehension through 
general questions that correspond 
to genre as well as questions specific 
to each text. Specific discussion 
questions provide possible responses 
to monitor student understanding.

Integrates opportunities to practice 
with fluency, vocabulary, language, and 
style and conventions, as well as text 
features and structure

Deepens learning through discussion 
and illuminates rich content 
knowledge conveyed by the images

Creates opportunities to record 
learning and boost writing fluency 
through a variety of responses, 
including dictating, drawing, or writing

1918



Two American companies gave it a try. One 
began constructing tracks in the West. Another 
one began working from the East.

2

02.06.P2.B3_TrainsTravelWest_BookMap.indd   2 10/29/19   7:43 PM

They wanted to connect the tracks, but there 
were hundreds and hundreds of miles to 
cross without many maps. Men put down 
wooden ties and drove in spikes to secure the 
tracks. Workers were strong and the days were 
long. Could it be done?

3

02.06.P2.B3_TrainsTravelWest_BookMap.indd   3 10/29/19   7:43 PM

Fundations® Alignment
91% Decodable at Level 1, Unit 12 

Focus Concept 
Multisyllabic Words with Two 

Closed Syllables

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
Cinderella Stories (01.04)

Great Minds®

level 1 | module 4 | set 2 

book 1

Tossing her sandals on the bank, Nefret steps into 
the Nile River. Ra, the sun god, has made the day hot. 
A falcon glides over her in the sky. 

The falcon dives down.

What will the falcon do?

retold by
Cate Oliver

drawings by
Chuck Gonzales

The King
and the Sandal

The King
and the Sandal

01.04.P2.B1_The King and the Sandal_CVR.indd   1 2/19/19   10:25 AM

Fundations® Alignment
91% Decodable at Level 1, Unit 12 

Focus Concept 
Multisyllabic Words with Two 

Closed Syllables

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
Cinderella Stories (01.04)

Great Minds®

level 1 | module 4 | set 2 

book 1

Tossing her sandals on the bank, Nefret steps into 
the Nile River. Ra, the sun god, has made the day hot. 
A falcon glides over her in the sky. 

The falcon dives down.

What will the falcon do?

retold by
Cate Oliver

drawings by
Chuck Gonzales

The King
and the Sandal

The King
and the Sandal

01.04.P2.B1_The King and the Sandal_CVR.indd   1 2/19/19   10:25 AM

ABOUT THE ANIMALS

leopard

vervet monkey

eagle

python

01.02.P1.B1_Vervet Monkey Alarm_INT.indd   14 1/18/19   10:37 PM

The Teaser on the back cover 
offers a preview of the book and 
highlights an excerpt from the text, 
and features a question to develop 
student curiosity. 

The More section, available in English and Spanish, 
extends and enhances the information in Geodes. 
Designed to be read aloud by a caregiver or teacher,  
this short and informational section provides 
opportunities for further exploration and conversation.

Geodes include a variety of text features to support 
comprehension and expand on ideas in the text. 
Features such as headings, diagrams, and captions 
support students as they read. 

Some books include a special reference feature 
on the last page of the text, which is designed to 
broaden student learning.

BOOK FEATURES
Geodes engage students before, during, and after reading. The 
books support student application of decoding and word recognition 
skills, build knowledge, and promote independent reading. 

BROADENING LEARNING WITH PRIMARY RESOURCES
With Geodes, your students will explore art, world cultures, science, history, and 
storytelling. They will view 109 maps and 75 diagrams and tables. They will also take 
a close look at 701 photographs, including 153 historical images.

2120

A gallon of milk can turn into a ball of 
fresh, creamy mozzarella cheese in no 
time at all. The process is easy and fun.

INGREDIENTS

1 gallon whole m
ilk 

(not ultra-pasteu
rized

)

1 ½ teaspoo
n citr

ic acid  

(diss
olved

 in ¼ cup water)

¼ teaspoo
n pow

dere
d ren

net 

(diss
olved

 in ¼ cup water)

1 tea
spoo

n cheese
 salt

rennet

citric
acid

cheese
salt

measuring
spoons

1

02.08.P3.B2_Milk_to_Mozzarella_INTERIOR.indd   1 10/25/19   7:01 PM

Your vote is one way to use your voice in a 

democracy. When adults vote, they pick leaders to 

represent them in the government. These leaders 

pass laws that shape the country. 

Voting is one of the most important jobs of being 

a citizen. So start now. Vote in your class elections, 

and go with adults in your life when they vote. 

HOW DOES VOTING HELP YOU 
USE YOUR VOICE?

A Vote is a Voice_3.7_INT.indd   14A Vote is a Voice_3.7_INT.indd   14 11/13/19   6:38 PM11/13/19   6:38 PM

01.04.P4.B3_St.Basil'sCatherdral_INT.indd   2 2/19/19   11:37 AM

This is Russia! It crosses 2 continents. 
It extends to 3 oceans. It is the biggest 
country in the world.

11

01.04.P4.B3_St.Basil'sCatherdral_INT.indd   1 2/19/19   11:38 AM

*

AMOUNT OF CALCIUM

*recommended dietary allowance for 4–8-year-olds

1 cup soybeans

8 ounces milk

6 ounces yogurt

1 slice 
cheese pizza

1 cup raw kale

½ cup cooked 
turnip greens

300 mg

260 mg

300 mg

100 mg

100 mg

90 mg

1000 mg

1000 mg

1000 mg

1000 mg

1000 mg

1000 mg

7

B2_Bone Builder_INT_v2.indd   7B2_Bone Builder_INT_v2.indd   7 2/16/22   8:30 AM2/16/22   8:30 AM

“I picked things like pies and cakes—things based 

upon simple shapes like triangles and circles.”

       —Thiebaud6

To make a painting of dessert, Thiebaud 
considered the food’s basic shape. He saw a piece 
of pie as a triangle. A cake was a circle.  

Wayne Thiebaud, Cherry Pie, 2016, oil paint on paper mounted on 
board, 8 1/2 x 10 inches, Thiebaud Trust.

02.08.P4.B4_Cakes_Interior.indd   602.08.P4.B4_Cakes_Interior.indd   6 11/13/19   7:49 PM11/13/19   7:49 PM

New York 
City, 
New York

When the statue was built, it was 
the color of a penny. Years of rain 
and snow have turned the statue 
blue-green.

St. Louis, 
Missouri

This is the world’s tallest arch. 
Visitors can ride the tram to 
the top and look out the small 
windows. 

Black Hills, 
South 
Dakota

It took 14 years for the 
presidents’ faces to be cut into the 
mountainside. One nose is about 
as tall as a giraffe!

Black 
Canyon, 
Nevada and 
Arizona

This dam is taller than a 60-story 
building. It produces energy for 
three states.

San 
Francisco, 
California

The bridge is painted a special 
color, international orange, so it 
can be seen by ships in the fog.

STATUE OF LIBERTY  •  1886

GATEWAY ARCH  •  1965

MOUNT RUSHMORE  •  1941

HOOVER DAM  •  1936

GOLDEN GATE BRIDGE  •  1937

Book Proof_From Sea to Shining Sea.indd   14Book Proof_From Sea to Shining Sea.indd   14 1/16/20   11:17 PM1/16/20   11:17 PM



▲ Child 
● Adult

00.10.P1.B2_ThreeSisters_INT_INDD2020.indd   200.10.P1.B2_ThreeSisters_INT_INDD2020.indd   2 12/9/19   2:01 PM12/9/19   2:01 PM

Each Geodes book extends learning for all 
students through My Geodes print take home 
books, the My Geodes digital platform, Family 
Tip Sheets, flashcards, and a More section in 
English and Spanish.

MY GEODES PRINT AND DIGITAL
The black and white My Geodes books contain 
copies of each of the titles and are exclusively 
for student use. The books include a More 
section that gives students an opportunity to 
build additional knowledge and vocabulary. 
To support a shared reading experience with 
Spanish-speaking families, the More sections 
are available in both English and Spanish.

FAMILY TIP SHEETS
Found in Inside Geodes and in the My Geodes digital 
platform, Geodes Family Tip Sheets are designed to 
engage parents and caregivers in the books and spark 
knowledge-rich conversations at home. Family Tip 
Sheets include an overview of module content, a list of all 
the texts students read in the module, sample questions 
to ask, and more. 

Fundations® Alignment

Level K, Unit 1, Weeks 1–3

Letter Sounds

t /t/; b /b/; f /f/; n /n/;  

m /m/; i / i/; u /u/

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment

The Five Senses (00.01)

Great Minds®

Module 1 · Set 1 · Part 2

Explore South 

America

FABRIC OF 
THE ANDES

Galápagos
Adventure

A Day at 
the Market

00.11.P1 Book 2 THT_CVR.indd   1

00.11.P1 Book 2 THT_CVR.indd   1

3/17/20   9:10 PM
3/17/20   9:10 PM

Fundations® Alignment

Level K, Unit 1, Weeks 7–9

Letter Sounds

e /e/; r /r/; p /p/; j /j/;  

l /l/; h /h/; k /k/

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment

Once Upon a Farm (00.02)

Great Minds®

Module 2 · Set 1 · Part 2

A Day's Work

Lei Harvest

00.12.P1 Book 2 THT_CVR.indd   100.12.P1 Book 2 THT_CVR.indd   1

4/2/20   4:58 PM4/2/20   4:58 PM

ISIS
THATTHAT

A A 
CAT?CAT?

Fundations® Alignment ▲ Child-read text at least 90% decodable at Level K, Unit 5

Fundations® Focus Concept
VC and CVC Words with Digraphs

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
The Continents (00.04)
Great Minds®

Module 4 · Set 2 
Africa

00.09.P2 Book 2 THT_CVR.indd   100.09.P2 Book 2 THT_CVR.indd   1

3/2/20   2:11 PM3/2/20   2:11 PM

Fundations® Alignment ▲ Child-read text at least 90% decodable at Level K, Unit 5

Fundations® Focus Concept
VC and CVC Words with Digraphs

Wit & Wisdom® AlignmentThe Continents (00.04)Great Minds®

Brush & Ink

One-Dot

Night Climb

Module 4 · Set 3 Asia

Floating Market

00.09.P3 Book 3 THT_CVR.indd   1

00.09.P3 Book 3 THT_CVR.indd   1

3/2/20   2:09 PM
3/2/20   2:09 PM

The
Brothers 

Grimm

Module 1 · Set 1 

Sharing Stories

Fundations® Alignment • At least 80% decodable at Level 1, Unit 3

Fundations® Focus Concept

CVC Words

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment

A World of Books (01.01)

Great Minds®

01.01.P1 Book 1 THT_CVR.indd   1

7/19/19   11:03 PM

by Michelle Palmieriby Michelle Palmieri

The Hares 
and the Frogs

Draw a
RabbitRabbit 

or Hare?

Fundations® Alignment • At least 80% decodable at Level 1, Unit 8, except Young Hare (a Read Along)

Fundations® Focus Concept

Suffix -s

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment

Creature Features (01.02)

Great Minds®

Module 2 · Set 4

Rabbits and Hares, Oh My!

Young Hare
Fundations® Alignment • At least 80% decodable at Level 1, Unit 8, except Young Hare (a Read Along)

01.02.P4 Book 4 THT_CVR.indd   1

7/19/19   11:53 PM

Fundations® Alignment • At least 80% decodable at Level 1, Unit 11, except Mondrian (a Read Along)

Fundations® Focus Concept
Vowel-Consonant-E, 
single syllable words

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
Powerful Forces (01.03)
Great Minds®

by Michelle Palmieri

MONDRIAN

To w e r s  o f 
NASHTIFAN 

WIND
GIANTS

Module 3 · Set 3 
Catching the Wind

01.03.P3 Book 3 THT_CVR.indd   1

7/20/19   12:23 AM

Fundations® Alignment • At least 80% decodable at Level 1, Unit 12

Fundations® Focus ConceptMultisyllabic Words with Two Closed Syllables Wit & Wisdom® AlignmentCinderella Stories (01.04)Great Minds®

Shoes Tell
a Tale

The Kingand the Sandal

Module 4 · Set 2 EgyptTHE SPHINX

01.04.P2 Book 2 THT_CVR.indd   1

7/20/19   12:33 AM

Fundations® Alignment • At least 80% decodable at Level 2, Unit 5

Fundations® Focus Concept

Multisyllabic and Compound 

Words with Two Closed Syllables

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment

A Season of Change (02.01)

Great Minds®

SyrupSyrup

Finch Study
Blossom

Module 1 · Set 3 

Spring to Life

02.05.P3 Book 3 THT_CVR.indd   1
02.05.P3 Book 3 THT_CVR.indd   1

12/18/19   10:32 PM12/18/19   10:32 PM

Fundations® Alignment • At least 80% decodable at Level 2, Unit 13, except My Freedom Story (a Read Along)

Expanding the
Right to Vote

My Freedom 
Story

Fundations® Focus Concept
Double Vowel Syllable

(oi, oy /oi/; oa, oe, ow /o/)

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
Civil Rights Heroes (02.03)

Great Minds®

Module 3 · Set 4 
I Voted

Susan
A D D S  H E R  N A M E

02.07.P4 Book 4 THT_CVR.indd   102.07.P4 Book 4 THT_CVR.indd   1 1/10/20   4:41 PM1/10/20   4:41 PM

 ONE ONE
BUILDERBUILDER
BB

Please Pass 
the Bugs

Fundations® Alignment • At least 80% decodable at Level 2, Unit 16

Fundations® Focus Concept
Double Vowel Syllable(oo, ou, ue, ew /ü/; oo /u/; ue /u/)

Wit & Wisdom® AlignmentGood Eating (02.04)
Great Minds®

Module 4 · Set 2 
Power Up

SICK 
at

SEA

02.08.P2 Book 2 THT_CVR.indd   1
02.08.P2 Book 2 THT_CVR.indd   1

1/10/20   5:54 PM1/10/20   5:54 PM

FLASHCARDS TO REINFORCE 
VOCABULARY
Optional flashcards for students can be found 
within Inside Geodes. These cards provide 
additional support when teachers introduce 
the Oral Recurring Content Words for Modules 
3 and 4 in Level K and the Recurring Content 
Words for each module in Levels 1 and 2. 
The flashcards are intended to be copied for 
repeated classroom use.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
To further support teachers, Great Minds provides robust professional development 
and coaching opportunities to help educators use Geodes in whole group, small 
group, or one-on-one instruction. Scan the QR code to learn more about our Geodes 
professional learning offerings.

Enhance and Extend Knowledge

2322

https://greatminds.org/english/professional-learning/professional-development


She left the pot to cook.
 
Tick . . . tock . . . tick . . . tock . . . 

Anansi had to check on it.
“Just one lick! 
Mmmmm!”

What happens next?

Fundations® Alignment
80% Decodable at Level 1, Unit 3

Focus Concept
CVC Words

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
A World of Books (01.01)

Great Minds®

level 1 | module 1 | set 1 

book 1

01.01.P1.B1_Anansi_CVR.indd   1 1/19/19   12:02 AM

Fundations® Alignment
84% Decodable at Level 2, Unit 2

Focus Concept: 
Glued Sounds (all, am, an, ng, nk)

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
A Season of Change (02.01)

Great Minds®

level 2 | module 1 | set 1 

book 4
written by Emily Goodson

illustrated by Juan M. Moreno

She will drift over rich land . . . over brick 
and brush, over bank and bend. She can fly 
100 miles each day.

Who is she, and where is she going? 

02.05.P1.B4_Born to Fly_CVR_rev.indd   1 11/25/18   2:47 PM

The Brothers Grimm

Have you met
the Brothers Grimm?

They had a plan,
a path they set,
to chat with
any one they met.
 
What was the plan?

The
Brothers 
Grimm

by Tree Liberatore

illustrated by  
Nicolás Aznárez

level 1 | module 1 | set 1 

book 4

Fundations® Alignment
81% Decodable at Level 1, Unit 3 

Focus Concept
CVC Words

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
A World of Books (01.01)

Great Minds®

01.01.P1.B4_The Brothers Grimm_CVR.indd   1 1/19/19   12:36 AM

Fundations® Alignment
89% Decodable at Level 2, Unit 4 

Focus Concepts: 
Closed Syllable Exceptions; 

Suffixes (-s, -es, -ed, -ing, -er, -est)

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
A Season of Change (02.01) 

Great Minds®

level 2 | module 1 | set 2 

book 2

He works fast, but the cold is faster. 
He basks, munches, spins, and freezes. 

What is this creature doing?

 Arctic
 C A T E R P I L L A R

by Marya Myers
illustrations by Sydney Hanson  

 Arctic
 C A T E R P I L L A R

02.05.P2.B2_TAWBC.cover3.indd   1 11/25/18   2:52 PM

Fundations® Alignment
83% Decodable at Level 1, Unit 10

Focus Concept
 Suffix -ed (/ed/)

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
Powerful Forces (01.03)

Great Minds®

level 1 | module 3 | set 1 

book 3

Crafted by 
the Wind

Crafted by
the Wind

written by Michelle Warner
Yardangs can be tall. 
Some can be very tall!

They can be thick or thin. 
They can be tilted up to the sky. 
It is up to the wind.

What are yardangs? 

01.03.P1.B3_Crafted by the Wind_CVR_FINAL.indd   1 3/22/19   12:54 PM

Fundations® Alignment
93% Decodable at Level 2, Unit 11 

Focus Concept 
Double Vowel Syllable 

(ai, ay, ee, ea, ey)

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
Civil Rights Heroes (02.03)

Great Minds®

level 2 | module 3 | set 1 

book 2

The people leaned in. Dorothy was standing next 
to 16 opponents. Everyone waited for the judges 
to name the winner. 

What was the contest, and who won? 

words by 
TAMI CHARLES

illustrations by 
EVA SÁNCHEZ GÓMEZ

words by 
TAMI CHARLES

illustrations by 
EVA SÁNCHEZ GÓMEZ

dorothy_words cover_v5.indd   1 3/24/19   1:17 PM

Fundations® Alignment
80% Decodable at Level 1, Unit 11 

Focus Concept 
Suffix -s

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
Powerful Forces (01.03)

Great Minds®

level 1 | module 3 | set 4 

book 4

Heather loved rides and fast things. 

But a clap of thunder? 
That made her shake.

How does Heather face 
her fear? 

RIDE
STORMthe

RIDE
STORMthe

01.03.P4.B4_Ride the Storm_CVR.indd   1 3/22/19   12:59 PM

Fundations® Alignment
90% Decodable at Level 2, Unit 11 

Focus Concept 
Double Vowel Syllable  

(ai, ay, ee, ea, ey)

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
Civil Rights Heroes (02.03)

Great Minds®

level 2 | module 3 | set 2 

book 2

Jackie Robinson plays baseball with fire in his 
gut. He can do it all—catch, throw, hit, run. He’s 
so fast, fans call him Comet.

But there is one thing Jackie cannot do: play 
Major League Baseball.

Why can’t Jackie play in the Major Leagues? 

02.07.P2.B3_Robinson and Rickeycover.indd   1 4/5/19   3:23 PM

Smell Tells
One whiff 
can tell a lot 
to an ant. 

What might this smell tell?

Mamie Goodson
level 1 | module 2 | set 1 

book 2

Fundations® Alignment
82% Decodable at Level 1, Unit 7

Focus Concept 
Glued Sounds (ng, nk)

Smell 
Tells
Smell 
Tells

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
Creature Features (01.02)

Great Minds®

01.02.P1.B2_SmellTells_CVR.indd   1 1/18/19   10:41 PM

Fundations® Alignment
90% Decodable at Level 2, Unit 6 

Focus Concepts 
V-E Syllables and Exception;

Suffix -ive

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
The American West (02.02)

Great Minds®

level 2 | module 2 | set 1 

book 4

The Nez Percé came out of their homes. New 
plants popped out of the wet spring land. Fish 
flashed in the river. It was time to travel.

Where were the Nez Percé going, and why?

Nez Percé
The People

Nez Percé
The People

written by Rachel Hylton
illustrations by Jen Corace

02.06.P1.B4_Nez Perce The People_COVER.indd   1 12/18/18   10:19 PM

level 1 | module 2 | set 1 

book 3

Fundations® Alignment
80% Decodable at Level 1, Unit 7

Focus Concept 
Glued Sounds (ng, nk) 

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
Creature Features (01.02)

Great Minds®

Bee Wag g le

Bees do a jig. 
They kick and they bob.

Why do they do this?

Bee Wag g le
Catherine Schmidt    Christopher  Cyr

01.02.P1.B3 Bee Waggle_CVR.indd   1 1/17/19   10:06 PM

The mustang galloped over the wide plains of 
Nebraska. 

A man bent over the horse’s neck. “We are the 
Pony Express,” he said. “We have a job to do.”

What job did the rider and his horse have to do? 

Pony Express

Po
ny Express

b
y M

amie Goodson | illustrations by Chris
topher

 C
yr

Fundations® Alignment
90% Decodable at Level 2, Unit 7 

Focus Concepts
Open Syllable; Vowel Y 

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
The American West (02.02)

Great Minds®

level 2 | module 2 | set 2 

book 2

02.06.P2.B2_Pony Express_CVR.indd   1 12/18/18   10:22 PM

Last of all, she gave Cinderella two glass slippers. 
“But, little one,” she said, “you must be home by 
midnight. When the clock strikes, your fine dress 
will be rags.”
 
“I will,” said Cinderella. 
“Thank you!”

Off she went.
 
What happens to Cinderella?

cinderella cinderella

retold by rachel hylton
pictures by chr istopher cyr

Fundations® Alignment
83% Decodable at Level 1, Unit 12 

Focus Concept
Compound Words

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
Cinderella Stories (01.04)

Great Minds®

level 1 | module 4 | set 1 

book 1
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Fundations® Alignment
92% Decodable at Level 2, Unit 16 

Focus Concept 
Double Vowel Syllable

(ou /ou/, ow)

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
Good Eating (02.04)

Great Minds®

level 2 | module 4 | set 1 

book 1

You take a bite.

Let’s join it as it goes into your 
mouth and through your body for 
the inside scoop on its travels.

Where does the 
pancake travel?

The Inside Scoop The Inside Scoop
written by
Cate Oliver

illustrations by
Nicolás Aznárez
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First Steps
Within the halls of a grand  
museum, a work of art is  
hung with care. People  
stop to admire it.
 
But art does not just  
happen by itself. 

What are people admiring,  
and how was it created? 

First Steps
by Michelle Palmieri

Fundations® Alignment
84% Decodable at Level 1, Unit 12 

Focus Concept 
Compound Words 

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
Cinderella Stories (01.04)

Great Minds®

level 1 | module 4 | set 1 

book 4
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Fundations® Alignment
97% Decodable at Level 2, Unit 16 

Focus Concept 
Double Vowel Syllable

(oo, ou, ue, ew)

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
Good Eating (02.04)

Great Minds®

level 2 | module 4 | set 2 

book 1
by Mary Winn Heider  illustrated by John Joven

My gums started bleeding. My tongue hurt. 
A tooth fell out. 

I was spooked.

What is happening to the narrator?

SICK AT SEA

SICK 
at

SEA
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level 1 | module 1 | set 2 

book 1

Fundations® Alignment
82% Decodable at Level 1, Unit 3

Focus Concept
Consonant Digraphs (wh, ch, sh, th, ck)

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
A World of Books (01.01)

Great Minds®

If I see a bug nip
at a scroll’s tip,
 
I arch up my back,
tuck my chin, and . . .
 
What does the cat do next?

by Marya Myers  •  illustrated by Neil Brigham

01.01.P2.B1_LibraryCat_Cover.indd   1 1/19/19   12:20 AM

Fundations® Alignment
86% Decodable at Level 2, Unit 5 

Focus Concepts: 
Suffixes (-able, -en, -ful, -ish, -less, 

-ment, -ness); Prefixes (dis-, mis-, 

non-, trans-, un-)

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
A Season of Change (02.01)

Great Minds®

level 2 | module 1 | set 4 

book 1

Mom, Dad, Meg, and I have come out 
west to see rock landforms.

What landforms will the family see?

Road Trip

written by
Melissa Thomson

Road Trip

drawings by
Alleanna Harris

02.05.P4.B1_Road Trip_Cover.indd   1 11/25/18   3:10 PM

level 1 | module 1 | set 2 

book 4

Read Along

Fundations® Alignment
71% Decodable at Level 1, Unit 3

This book is intended to be read 
along with students.

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
A World of Books (01.01)

Great Minds®

The Library of Fe 
Pack a bag, 
come with me,
into the city of Fez.
 
What will you find in Fez?

by Emily Climer & Michelle Palmieri • illustrated by Jordi Solano

01.01.P2.B4_The Libraary of Fez.cover.indd   1 1/7/19   4:48 PM

Title
Teaser goes here. 

Bathers
by Michelle Palmieri

Fundations® Alignment
83% Decodable at Level 2, Unit 5

Focus Concepts: 
Suffixes (-able, -en, -ful, -ish, -less, 

-ment, -ness); Prefixes (dis-, mis-, 

non-, trans-, un-)

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
A Season of Change (02.01)

Great Minds®

Bathers
Seurat worked and worked to 
get it just right.
 
The people sit in stillness. 
The painting calls us in. It 
makes us want to rest with 
them in the hot summer sun.

How did Seurat create this painting? 

level 2 | module 1 | set 4 

book 2
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Fundations® Alignment
81% Decodable at Level 1, Unit 10 

Focus Concept 
Suffix -ing

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
Powerful Forces (01.03)

Great Minds®

A big sky fills with red, pink, and black shapes,  
drifting and swishing in the wind.

What is filling the sky?

Kite Messengers Kite 
Messengers

Jennifer Marin
Christopher Cyr

level 1 | module 3 | set 2 

book 2

01.03.P2.B2_Kite Messengers_CVR.indd   1 1/29/19   2:58 PM

Fundations® Alignment
94% Decodable at Level 2, Unit 13

Focus Concept 
Double Vowel Syllable 

(oi, oy, oa, oe, ow /o/)

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
Civil Rights Heroes (02.03)

Great Minds®

level 2 | module 3 | set 4 

book 1

Our country is stronger
when we all have this right. 
Each vote is a voice— 
to hear all, we must fight.

How does voting make our 
country stronger? 

written by Emily Climer
illustrated by Sarah Green

A Vote is a Voice 3.7_CVR.indd   1 3/24/19   12:57 PM

Fundations® Alignment
80% Decodable at Level 1, Unit 11

Focus Concept 
Suffix -s

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
Powerful Forces (01.03)

Great Minds®

The Great Storm of Galveston The Great  
Storm of 

Galveston
by Lior Klirs 
illustrated by A. Richard Allen

level 1 | module 3 | set 4 

book 2

Back in 1900, Galveston was buzzing. 
It was a hot spot with sand and sun. 

Then came the Great Storm. 
Galveston was never the same.

How did the Great Storm change things? 

01.03.P4.B2_The Great Storm of Galveston_CVR.indd   1 1/29/19   4:43 PM

Read Along

Fundations Alignment
93% Decodable at Level 2, Unit 13 

This book is intended to be read 

along with students.

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
Civil Rights Heroes (02.03)

Great Minds®

level 2 | module 3 | set 4 

book 4

“If I march, my boss will fire me,” Dad said. 

“I will march for you,” I said. 

Why did Sheyann march?

My Freedom 
Story

written by
Sheyann Webb-Christburg

illustrations by
Keith Henry Brown

My Freedom Story

02.07.P4.B4_My Freedom Story_COVER.indd   1 4/8/19   2:34 PM

written by Emily Gula
illustrated by Sydney Hanson

level 1 | module 2 | set 2 

book 1

Fundations® Alignment
80% Decodable at Level 1, Unit 8

Focus Concept 
Consonant Blends

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
Creature Features (01.02)

Great Minds®

A cat can hiss. 

A crab can pinch.

A skunk can stink.

How does a spiny mouse stay safe?

01.02.P2.B1_Super Spiny Mouse_CVR.indd   1 1/17/19   10:27 PM

Fundations® Alignment
93% Decodable at Level 2, Unit 7 

Focus Concept 
Suffixes (-ly, -ty, -y)

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
The American West (02.02)

Great Minds®

level 2 | module 2 | set 3 

book 1
illustrated by A L L Y S A  H A L L E T T written by C A R A  S E N N O T T

I see the whitefish swim.
I see the chipmunks scamper.
I see the black bears carefully catch dinner.

Where does the eagle spot these creatures?

02.06.P3.B1_The Sierra Nevada_CVR.indd   1 12/20/18   12:14 PM

level 1 | module 2 | set 2 

book 2

Fundations® Alignment
82% Decodable at Level 1, Unit 8

Focus Concept 
Consonant Blends

Thorn  Devil

by Marya Myers
Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
Creature Features (01.02)

Great Minds®

What if an animal 
picks him for lunch?
He will be safe. 
He has tricks for that!

What are the thorny devil’s tricks?

01.02.P2.B2_The Thorny Devil_CVR.indd   1 1/17/19   10:13 PM

Fundations® Alignment
90% Decodable at Level 2, Unit 9 

Focus Concept 
R-Controlled Syllable 

(ar, or, er, ir, ur)

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
The American West (02.02)

Great Minds®

level 2 | module 2 | set 4

book 4

That is how John ended up in the forest that 
morning as the president slept by the campfire.

How did John end up in that spot? 

by Emily Goodson
 illustrations by Paul Davey

       Walking with   
the President

That is how John ended up in the forest that 
morning as the president slept by the campfire.

How did John end up in that spot? 

02.06.P4.B4_walking with the president.cover.indd   1 12/18/18   10:35 PM

Fundations® Alignment
91% Decodable at Level 1, Unit 12 

Focus Concept 
Multisyllabic Words with Two 

Closed Syllables

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
Cinderella Stories (01.04)

Great Minds®

level 1 | module 4 | set 2 

book 2

In class, we sit on the floor. 
I unpack my pen, flat brush, 
and ink. The teacher gives me 
a pot fragment with signs on it.

What is the student learning? 

written by
Melissa Thomson

drawings by
Sebastia Serra
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Fundations® Alignment
93% Decodable at Level 2, Unit 16 

Focus Concept 
Double Vowel Syllable 

(au, aw) 

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
Good Eating (02.04)

Great Minds®

level 2 | module 4 | set 3 

book 2

A gallon of milk can turn 
into a ball of fresh, creamy 
mozzarella cheese in no 
time at all. 

How does milk turn into
a ball of cheese?

written by
Mamie Goodson

photography by
Jimena Peck

Milk to Mozzarella

Milk to 
Mozzarella

02.08.P3.B2_Milk_to_Mozzarella_COVER.indd   1 5/2/19   2:51 PM

written by Kate Harrison Belz
illustrated by Sydney Hanson

There are castles all over 
the globe. They have many 
shapes. And they were all 
built to last a very long time.  

They help us see how life 
was in the past.

What can we learn about the 
past from castles? 

Fundations® Alignment
87% Decodable at Level 1, Unit 12

Focus Concept 
Multisyllabic Words with 

Closed and V-E Syllables

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
Cinderella Stories (01.04)

Great Minds®

level 1 | module 4 | set 3 

book 4
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Fundations® Alignment
92% Decodable at Level 2, Unit 16 

Focus Concept
Double Vowel Syllable

(oo, ou, ue, ew)

Wit & Wisdom® Alignment
Good Eating (02.04)

Great Minds®

level 2 | module 4 | set 2 

book 4

Bugs are packed with nutrients and can be 
found all around us. Cooking insects in different 
ways offers a world of flavors and textures.

What types of dishes with bugs do people eat? 

Please Pass the Bugs

Please Pass 

the Bugs

written by

Chrystal D. Giles

illustrations by

Madelyn Goodnight
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