
Preparing to Teach a 
Lesson

Discern the Plot

Find the Ladder

Hone the Lesson

Review the Module Overview and Table of Contents

• What are the big ideas?
• What connections do you see among the topics?
• What strategies, models, and language will stu-

dents use?
• What TEKS are being addressed?

Read Topic Overview, review exit tickets from each 
lesson, and mid and end-of-module assessments.

• What is the focus of this topic?
• What do students need to know by the end of each 

lesson?
• What do students need to know by the mid and 

end-of-module ?

Do the math by completing the problem set and an-
swering debrief questions.

• What is the movement from simple to complex?
• Which problem introduces new complexities?
• Where might students struggle?

Select Must Do, Could Do, and Extension Problems. 
Customize Lesson.

• What are must do problems that meet the objec-
tive of the day?

• What models, strategies, vocabulary, and prob-
lems will I highlight from the concept development 
vignette that I want to include in redelivery of the 
lesson?

• Which fluencies will I use in this lesson?
• How will I deliver the application problem?
• Which questions will I select from the student 

debrief?


