
Syntax and Sentence Comprehension
Knowledge

Sentence Comprehension
Instruction

Syntax provides the structure or order for
combining words into phrases, clauses and
ultimately sentences. 
It is the key to understanding who did what ,
when, where, how in a sentence.
The building blocks- words (parts of speech),
phrases, & clauses make up the content of
sentences then, paragraphs and overall text.
Each carry meaning within the sentence by
providing answers to the critical questions such
as who or what, did what, when, where, and how.
How well we use this knowledge to comprehend
sentences within text is dependent on both
indirect interactions with oral & written language
& explicit instructional experiences.

 Guiding Questions

How will you directly teach the function of the building blocks of a sentence-parts of
speech, phrases & clauses?
How and when will you directly teach varied sentence structures & how they convey
meaning comprehension? 
How and when will you directly teach students to work with challenging sentences?
How will you directly teach f the integration of ideas within and between sentences, e.g.
the use of cohesive ties and connectives? How and when will you directly teach students
to work with these within text?
How & when will you provide oral & written opportunities to use sentence comprehension
to construct & express meaning?
How will you differentiate instruction to meet diverse needs of your students

The science of sentence comprehension
instruction tells us that the ability to parse the
structure of the sentence and to integrate the
meaning of the words and phrases is essential
to comprehension. 

Critical tools include:
Explicit instruction that explains how parts
of speech, phrases, clauses, and sentence
types build & convey meaning. 
Explicit instruction that includes modeling
and practicing strategies and activities to
support parsing basic to more complex
text-based sentences. 
Explicit instruction that explains how
cohesive devices (cohesive ties &
connectives) integrate meaning within and
between sentences. 
Explicit instruction that includes modeling
and practicing strategies and activities to
support integrating meaning within and
between sentences.

Be on the Lookout for Potential
Troublemakers!
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The sentence lies at the heart of communicating thought and meaning whether
you are the writer or the reader.

  Scott, 2004

These sentences are
challenging because they
are long, contain multiple
ideas, phrases and
clauses, separate the
who from the do, and are
found in read-alouds to
complex academic texts.



Explicit  Instruction Continuum in Action

Making cohesive ties and connectives visible through
coding and highlighting helps students see how ideas
link within and across sentences, supporting their
ability to integrate meaning and track relationships in
the text

Questioning and parsing activities tap into the
integration of oral and written modalities. These
instructional opportunities offer learners the
opportunity to engage with different building blocks
of sentences while speaking and writing.

Activities such as sentence combining and expansion
enhance student understanding of sentence structure
by capitalizing on the reading and writing connection
to improve students’ sentence comprehension and
composition skills. 
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Instructional Framework for Sentence Comprehension


